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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . 
Comment
Over the past few years, significant research has been directed toward the development of new technologies for environment-friendly processes, such as electrochemical synthesis and green chemistry, which are both economically and technologically feasible. Electrochemistry seems to be a method of choice to prepare various heterocyclic compounds, because the anodic oxidation and the cathodic reduction allow the selective preparation of the active intermediates (Weinberg & Tilak, 1982) . However, obtaining aniline products is generally not easy. The chemical reductions are not always selective and often lead to mixtures (Katritzky & Lagowski, 1971) . In particular, the reduction of substituted nitrobenzenes with controlled potential can produce a number of heterocycles (Sicker et al., 1995) .
The present paper reports the crystal structure determination and analysis of a new organic compound. The asymmetric unit contains one 1-(3-(4-nitrophenyl)propanoyl)urea and one acetic acid molecule (Fig. 1) . The cohesion and stability of the crystal is provided by N-H···O, O-H···O and C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) .
These interactions form molecular tapes composed of alternating acetic acid and 1-(3-(4-nitrophenyl)propanoyl)urea molecules ( Fig. 2 ).
All bond lengths and angles are within usual values and are comparable to those observed in similar compounds (Cai et al., 2011; Yakimanski et al., 1997) .
Experimental
The electrochemical studies were carried out in ethanol using sodium acetate buffer (1 N) as electrolyte support. We worked on a potential of -1 V/SCE with mercury electrode. The electroreduction of ethyl 3-(4-nitrophenyl)propanoate gave a mixture of the title compound and 6-hydroxy-2,3-dihydroinden-1-one. Only the title compound is soluble in ethanol, which allowed easy separation of the two reaction products. The title compound was recrystallized from ethanol/acetic acid (1:1), and gave crystals that melt at 110°C. 6-Hydroxy-2,3-dihydroinden-1-one, after recrystallization from ethanol/water (2:1), was found to melt at 156°C.
Refinement
The electron density of the H atoms was clearly identified in the Fourier difference map, and the atomic coordinates and isotropic displacements parameters of the H atoms were refined freely.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . ORTEP-3 drawing of the title compound with the atom-numbering scheme. Ellispoids are drawn at the 50 % probability level. Symmetry codes: (i) x, y+1, z; (ii) −x+2, −y+1, −z+1; (iii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1; (iv) x, y−1, z; (v) −x+1, −y+2, −z+1; (vi) −x+2, −y+2, −z+2.
